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THE JEWISH VETERAN

THE BEGINNING OF AN ERA
MARCH 15, 1896

By J. DAVID DELMAN

"In pursuance to a call issued by Commander

Joseph H. Stiner, Isidore Isaacs, Isaac Eckstine,

Jastrow Alexander, Jacob Jacobs, Joseph Unger

and Joseph C. Wolff, a meeting of Union Vet-

erans of the late war who are of the Jewish

Faith was held on Sunday, March 15, 1896, at

the Lexington Avenue Opera House."

in that simple, unadorned unostentatious manner, the
Jewish War Veterans of the United States, was originated
forty years ago. Without blowing of trumpets, and with-
out the shouting of alarms. A call to arms, but unac-

companied by a brass band, for that
call came from the innermost depths
of the hearts of those noble comrades
who felt the indispensability of an or-
ganized body of Jews who served with
honor in the Wars of our Republic.
Seventy-eight comrades who served in
the Union Army during the Civil War,
answered that call, and immediately or-
ganized themselves into the Hebrew
Union Veterans Association. Oh! it
was not easy. There was opposition
from our own camp, from Jews who
are meek, supine and afraid, whose

counterpart we also have with us today. These Jews will
never learn that it is useless to hide our identity and that
on the contrary, a good Jew makes a good American. Op-
position also came from our non-Jewish veterans of the
Civil War:, On the other hand all right-thinking Jews
agreed with:that grand personage, Simon Wolf of Wash-
ington, D:' C., who was "glad to hear of the action taken
by the Hebrew Veterans in forming an association."
With a4cleep feeling of respect and reveration, mingled

with awe, I read through the historic minute book of
these veterans, most of whom have passed to the Great
Beyond. The period beginning March 15, 1896 and end-
ing February 5, 1905, is detailed in that document. The
pages are yellowed and fading, the strong clear hand of
its first secretary, Isidore Isaacs, is 'becoming weaker and
weaker, the book itself shows the wear of time, but the
purposes to which the organization gave voice, are still
strong and steadfast.
What life, what happiness and what tragedy is recounted

within the two covers of that historic document. It is not
only the coursing of the life-blood of the veterans of the
Jewish faith, who served in the Civil War, nor even that
of the Jewish War Veterans of the United States as a
whole. The epochal events therein recorded exemplify
the sacrificing, altruistic service-giving spirit of the Jew-
ish race. Read with me the magnamimous resolution
brought to light by our predecessors on May 1, 1898.

"Moll made and seconded that the Hebrew
Union Veterans' AssOciation tender its services
to Governor Black at any time he may see fit to
call or them for the protection of this country
against Spain—Unanimously carried."

It is that desire and anxiety to protect our beloved
country that pervades through the entire history of Jew-
ish Veteranism. Throughout all the wars of the Repub-
lic, the Jews gave of themselves unstintingly. There is

DAVID DELMAN

no need to mention names. Go to that ancient cemetery
in the Old Bowery of New York City. There, beneath
the antiquated tombstones lie interred many of the Jewish
heroes of the Revolutionary War, men who have served
with and for Washington to "establish Justice," . . . and
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Above is reproduced part of the minutes of the first meeting of
the Hebrew Union Veterans Association held at New York City,
on March 15, 1896 and written by Isidor Isaacs, first Secretary
of the organization.

to "secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our
posterity." Someone has properly said that "the pattern
of American history has been interwoven with the golden
thread of Jewish idealism." It is symbolized by the He-
braic legend on the Liberty bell. It is because of this

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from preceding page)

harmony of the ideals, upon which our
Republic was founded, with the He-
brew creed of justice, liberty and free-
dom, that the Jews of the U. S. have
as a matter of course always been
happy to serve. Those are the ideals
to which Jews responded when they
answered the call of the immortal Lin-
coln, this inborn feeling for justice
and freedom that prompted a Jew to be
the first volunteer to answer the call
of McKinley, in 1898, and in our. Own
generation brought forth thousands of
Jews to fight bravely and daringly in
the last war for world Emancipation.

If only that record of Jewish pa-
triotism would be read by the anti-
Semites who crop up ,from generation
to generation, by those who are filled
xvith hatred and ill-feeling against
ews, yea, even they would learn to re-

spect the religious fervor with which
Jews are imbued when service for
their country is needed. No condi-
tions, no ifs or buts, simply and with-
out strings, the Jew always served
when called upon for the protection of
his country.

To) belie the slander of lack of pa-
triotism, and to uphold the fair name
of the Jews, inspired the formation of
our organization on March 15, 1896.

Picture to yourself the important
events that transpired that year. An
army officer had written an- article in
Harper's Magazine, in which he stated
that he had travelled from East to
\Vest, from North to South, but had
not found a Jew who served in the
Civil War. Ridiculous as this was, it
had its effect, as have all slanders and
calumnies. "A wave of anti-Semitism
was sweeping the country."
In France, in that year, the Drey-

fuss case was at its height. Captain
Alfred Dreyfuss, the Alsatian Jew who
was unjustly condemned by a French
court martial, had been conveyed to
the notorious Devils Island. France
was divided into two camps—Dreyfus-
ards and anti-Dreyfusards. The echo
of this unjust conviction and the anti-
Semitism which caused it, had its rep-
ercussions in the United States.

In Vienna, Theodor Herzl issued in
1896 his "Judenstaat" which gave the
world modern Zionism. He revolted
against the supine attitude of his
brethren. He demanded and gave a
program. Not dull resignation was
the answer to anti-Semitism, but a con-
structive policy to remove the causes
that had contributed to make the dis-
ease possible. He gave the "Juden-
staat" as his answer.
In that year, 1896, our predecessors,

the Union Veterans of the Jewish
Faith, too, could no longer remain in-
active. Away with supineness and
meekness! We are proud of our his-
tory and tradition, and we will broad-
cast it to the world. We Jewish Vet-
erans will serve as a living refutation
to that vilest of calumnies, the slander-
ous aspersions upon the lack of patriot-
ism of the Jews. And thus the He-
brew Union Veteran Association was
conceived.
A grand panorama of scenes and

activities passes between the two cov-
ers of that precious minute book kept
by those Jewish Veterans. Fervent
allegiance to our beloved republic, two-
fisted battles against anti-Semitism,
help and relief to the distressed, hon-
oring the memory of the heroic dead.
That and much more is recorded. And
so we continued faithfully where our
brethren left off, and we will transmit
our traditions to our children when
our time comes.
What does it matter if names are

changed? Hebrew Union Veterans
Association, Hebrew Veterans of the
War with Spain, Jewish Veterans of
the Wars of the Republic, Jewish War
Veterans of the U. S. Yes, we bore
all those names, but the principles al-
ways remained the same, and stead-
fast, and have been always scrupul-
ously observed.

"To maintain true allegiance to
the United States of America. . .
and to encourage the doctrine of
universal liberty, equal rights and
full justice to all men."
"To combat the powers of big-

otry and darkness wherever orig-
Mating and whatever their target;
to uphold the fair name of the
Jew and fight his battles wher-
ever unjustly assailed."
That is our record. Judge us by

that. Forty years of Jewish Veteran-
ism. Forty years of service to our
country and to our race.

Aeconte a STAR
SALESMAN

Star salesmen earn $4,000 to $25,000
a year and more. You can become
one and, earn big money. Learn at
home. New practical ten weeks
Course based on actual experiences
of hundreds of Master salesmen.
Simple, interesting, complete, pricedValuable very low. Used by big corporations

NEW employing hundreds of salesmen. IfBooklet on you are already selling, this CourseTHE ART will help you to become more ex-OF pert. FREE valuable booklet, 7heSELLING ART OF SELLING, tells about new
methods and practices. Write today, no obligation.
Bureau of Specialized Business Training, Inc.

Dept. 4 23 East 26th Street New York

Here's to the RED of it—
There's not a thread of it,
No, nor a shred of it
In all the spread of it
From foot to head; ,

But heroes bled for it,
Faced steel and lead for it,
Precious blood shed for it

Bathing it RED!
•

Here's to the WHITE of U—
nrifled by the sight of it,
Who knows the right of it, •
But feels the might of it,
Through day and night;

Womanhood's care for it,
Made manhood dare for ,it,
Purity's pray'r for it,

Keeps it so WHITE!

Here's to the BLUE of it—
Beauteous view of it,
heavenly hue of it,
.S.tar Spangled dew of it,

Constant and true;
Diadems gleam for it
States stand supreme for it
Liberty's beam for it,

Brightens the BLUE!

Here's to the WHOLE of it—
Stars, Stripes and pole of it,
Body and soul of it,
0, and the roll of it,
Sun shining through;

Hearts in accord for it
Swear by the sword of it,
Thanking the Lord for it,
RED, WHITE and BLUE!

Department of Pennsylvania
The Department of Pennsylvania

Convention will be held at the Hotel
Rittenhouse in Philadelphia, on March
27th, 28th and 29th. Sessions will
start with Sabbath Services Friday
evening, March 27th. In addition to
the regular business sessions, a mili-
tary ball will be held Saturday eve-
ning, and a banquet Sunday evening,
at the hotel at 6:30 o'clock.

MERRIMACK PAPER
TUBE CO.
Incorporated

Manufacturers of

Mailing Tubes, Textile Tubes, Cloth
Rolls, Paper Cores, Paper Cans.

Mailing Cases with Metal Bottoms
and Metal Screw Covers

685 Lawrence St. Lowell, Mass.

Comrade NATHAN E. COHEN
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Heidelberg University

It looks as though something went
wrong with our American universities
suddenly, particularly after Dr. Con-
ant's refusal of the Hanfstaengel gifts
to Harvard University. Harvard,
Columbia and Cornell have accepted
the invitation to participate in the
550th anniversary celebration of Hei-
delberg University. JWV Posts will

do well to contact their local univer-
sities and show them how farcical it
would be for American Universities to
be represented at the celebration.

With no freedom of enrollment,
study, or action by students, and with
many of the better professors driven
out, bow can the German universities

be proper seats of learning for youths?
And by accepting their invitations,
how can our colleges condone every-
thing that has been going on in Ger-

many?

200 Jewish Refugees
Arrive

Two hundred Jewish Refugees ar-
rived pn the United States liner Wash-

ington to seek a means of livelihood

in the 'United States. Practically all

the refugees were prominent business
men, lawyers, doctors and dentists who
abandoned Germany because of the
prejudice against them which curtailed
their earning power. This is the larg-

est group to arrive on one ship since

the formation of the Nazi Government.

With all the international trouble
going on overseas to interest us, we
might be apt to overlook things right
in our own back yard. Recently the
Scnwartzwald Bill was introduced in
the New York Legislature. It is
fashioned after the Rafferty Bill that
passed the New Jersey Legislature and
became a law last year with the signa-
ture of Governor Hoffman. This bill
has helped materially in New Jersey
and the Empire State Bill will do like-
wise if enacted into law. Its passage
will be a protection to New York Jews.

Posts should do all they can to get
their local Assemblymen and State
Senators to support its passage.

The Boycott

Much disturbance has been caused
by the constant reports that imports
from Germany have increased. This
condition has been caused by the im-
portation of dyes, leather, cloth ma-
terials and machinery.
The Boycott has apparently made

little impression on some Jewish im-
porters of these materials. It seems
that their business is more important
than the finer things in life—even lib-
eny and life itself. Some of the ef-
forts used against the smaller jobbers
and retail stores should be transferred
to these importers and jobbers in New
York, Philadelphia, Boston and Balti-
more.

J. George Fredman, Morris Men-
delsohn, Benjamin Sperling, Edgar
Burman, Doctor Kalb, Dave Delman—
Boycotters par excellence—and many
others, too numerous to mention,
should get together in an onslaught
on these people and put a stop to the
steadily growing importations. JWV
lead the way three years ago magnif-
icently—why not now?

London 'Jew-Baiting'

Sir John Simon. House Secretary,
told the House of Commons that Jew-
baiting in London's East End would
be dealt with by a special police detail
charged with the responsibility of
keeping a special lookout for provoca-
tive conduct calculated to lead to a
breach of peace. The Home Secre-
tary expressed his dissatisfaction of
the present abuse of Jews.

j. W. V. has been vindicated again.
If you don't believe it read Westbrook
Pegler's column appearing in metro-
politan papers. Then read what is
happening in Germany. Treaties are
scraps of paper, and bugles are blow-
ing ra-ta-ta-ing on the Rhine.
How anyone can expect true sports-

manship under these conditions is be-
yond human comprehension. As soon
as visitors departed from the winter
olympics the Nazis started their at-
tacks on the Jews and Catholics once
again.
England has stopped collecting for

its olympic fund. France and Belgium
will unquestionably send no more of
their teams to compete. Other coun-
tries allied with them will probably do
the same.

This is a good time for JWV to get
behind the Olympics Committee head-
ed by Senior Vice Commander-in-
Chief Harry Schaffer and resume the
national movement headed by Judge
Jeremiah Mahoney in a valiant fight
to withdraw the United States par-
ticipation in the olympics. Let's get
going!

Mexican Senator Praises
Jews

When the first Jewish public school
in Mexico was dedicated to the Jewish
community, Senator Federico Medra
no, former president of the Mexico
Senate, declared:
"Mexico cannot regard itself as the

step-mother of the Mexican Jews who
will find in Mexico a fatherland."

Professor Malano, chief inspector of
the mexican school system, also lauded
the Jewish citizens in Mexico. He
added that they were the highest type
of citizen and were highly desirable
residents.

All articles and news items of
interest to the JWV will receive
our careful consideration. This is
YOUR magazine—help make it one
of THE outstanding literary pub-
lications by your punctuality and
accuracy in reporting news for in-
sertion in the columns of The
Jewish Veteran.


