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Let's Not Fool Ourselves
By WILLIAM L. SHIRER

THE question of whether or not
American troops should occupy
Germany after she surrenders is

not merely academic.
In a recent Fortune poll, 73.2% of

the American people stated that Ger-
many should be occupied for several
years after that country has surrendered.
This is America's answer given while
her sons are fighting and dying in every
part of the world. This is one proof
that we Americans are determined not
to repeat the mistakes we made after
World War I.
But let's not fool ourselves. A man

fighting for his life answers a question
differently from a man who is flushed
with success and power and victory.
At one minute past Armistice Hour,

the propagandists for a "soft" peace will

redouble their efforts. They will tell
us that now that the Germans are rid
of the Nazis, they no longer constitute
a threat to world peace and that the
"good" Germans can take care of any
housecleaning that has to be done.

Nothing could be further from the
truth.
Of course there are "Good" Germans.

But when they took over after the last
war they were too weak to control the
militarist elements, who used the Wei-
mar Republic as a cloak to hide theit
preparations for World War II. As a
matter of fact, we should remember
that the "good" Germans have not won
a major political decision in their coun-
try in the last 75 years.
As for drawing a line of distinction

between the Germans and the Nazis, let

C B S Photo

us remember this fact: the German peo-
ple have never had a regime more typi-
cal of their dreams and character than
that of the Nazis. For surely Hitler
could not have overrun most of Europe,
driven to the Volga and almost knocked
Great Britain out of the war, if he had
not had the whole-hearted, fanatical sup-
port of the overwhelming majority of
the German people.

Nazism is not something foreign or
un-German "put over" on the German
people by a bunch of Nazi bandits.
Rather, it is the climatic expression of
German philosophy which glorifies war,
which believes without reservation in
the idea of the "Master Race" and is
dedicated to German domination of the
world.

If we are to arrive at any solution of
the German problem, the Allies must
stick together to teach Germany that
wars do not pay, that going off to con-
quer your neighbors is an unprofitable
business. If that lesson is not properly
taught, the Germans will start another
war in 25 years, and by the law of av-
erages she might win that one.

After the last war, we made an at-
tempt to disarm Germany, but we did
not actually demilitarize her. We failed
to remove those elements in the German
population which Will always lead Ger-
many into war as long as they are alive,
or at least as long is they are in power.
These elements include the Junkers,
mostly professional army men, the heavy
industrialists and the Pan-German intel-
lectuals. In the period following this
war, the Allies will have to find a way
to weaken the grip of these people on
German life.

After the last war, the finally
(Continued on page 18)
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NE of the most provocative books
of the year is "Veteran Comes

. Back" by Willard Waller (Dry-
den Press). Here Prof. Waller's thesis
on the veteran problem is set forth in
dramatic form by Ben Kagan. It was
presented as a broadcast by the Coun-
cil on Books in Wartime over NBC and
is published for the first time by the
Jewish Veteran.
The veteran who comes home is a so-

cial problem, the major social problem
of the post-war world. No man could
have a better moral claim to the con-
sideration of his fellows and no man

Will He Be a Threat to Society,

or Will He Build a Better

America? The Debate is Raging.

could have a better right to bitterness.
How are we going to give G.I. Joe his
rightful place in society?• The discus-
sion has already begun, the debate is
raging. In Congress, the newspapers,
over the radio, in union halls, chamber of
commerce meetings, on street corners, a
debate is going on to find a solution to
the problenz of G.I. Joe, when Joe
comes home. . . .

Politician: I propose ... I propose ...
that the boys coming back get every con-
sideration. Absolutely and positively.
I'm for it. Always have been, always
will be. Look at my record. Nothing is
too good for GI Joe.

Voice I: Motion seconded.
Voice II: Motion approved.
Voice III: Motion carried.
Voices: Dear Joe, GI Joe. Nothing's

too good for GI Joe. He fought for us
. . . he died for us . . . Now we'll fight
for him. Yeah!
GI Joe: (Trying to make himself

heard) : .Hey! Hey, fellows! Hey, fel-
lows, listen to me!

Orator: There is no one closer to our

hearts than GI Joe. He is the one to
whom everyone in the nation owes a
debt of gratitude. He is the one who is
making the sacrifices .. . his life if need
be, on every battle front of the world. It
is him we must honor, cherish, protect
... our GI Joe.
GI Joe: Hey! Hey, fellows! Hey,

fellows, wait a minute! I've got some-
thing to . . .

Voice I: Yes, siree, let's make it right
with GI Joe.

Voice II: But how?
Voice I: By giving him a bonus.
Voice II: A hundred dollars!
Voice IV: Two hundred.
Voice I: Three hundred!
Voice II: Will a bonus be enough?
Voice III: We'll throw in a Bill of

Rights.
Voice I: A voice in the government

. . . (He is shushed) Oh, pardon me,
I mean his rightful place in society.

Voice III: Five hundred dollars!
Voice IV: Six hundred dollars!
Voices: Seven hundred dollars. Eight

hundred!
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