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StlIOUT INDICATID FOR
CONVINTION IN DETROIT
JWV Participates in

NCRAC Plenary Conf.
The Jewish War Veterans participated in the four-day annual plen-

ary session of the National Community Relations Advisory Council in
June in Cincinnati, Ohio. Delegates, presenting six national Jewish reli-
gious and civic bodies, and 62 Jewish community councils heard Jewish
leaders present their views on the future of the Jewish community on the
American scene.

Among the many subjects discussed, one of the more meaningful for
JWV members was the item on the im-

pact of the radical right. Other actions

were on statements on censorship, fed-

eral aid to education, Sunday closing

laws, peace in the Middle East, immi-

gration, and Jews in the Soviet Union.

A resolution adopted by the Confer-

ence warned that "the ultra-right must
be regarded as threatening to our dem-

ocratic institutions and social gains."

It expressed the conviction, however,

that "they and their methods are firm-

ly rejected by an overwhelming major-
(Continued on Page 2)

JWV Voices Dissent
On NCRAC Statement
The Jewish War Veterans once again

emphasized its position on group libel,
pornographic and obscene literature
etc., and on the matters proposed to
be excluded from the mails during con-
sideration of Guidelines and Guiding
Principles on Censorship at the 19th
plenary conference of the National
Community Relations Advisory Council.
In 1961, JWV vetoed issuance of an

NCRAC statement on the ground that
it coulii not agree with the extreme
civil liberties position taken by the
plenum. This year, it expressed disa-
greement with certain major issues, but
did not oppose issuance of an NCRAC
statement.
JWV asserted the necessity of a

group libel statute and its constitution-
ality if enacted. It held, as a minority
of one, that a statute can be written
which can legally give an administra-
tive department, such as the Post Of-
fice Department, authority to keep
such matters out of the mails. Once
again, JWV was alone in its views on
the right of hate mongers to use of
private facilities and indeed on use of
public facilities as a forum to spout
their venom.
In a statement given to the Jewish

Veteran, National Executive Director
Joseph F. Barr stated that the differ-
ences stem from JWV's refusal to adopt
Voltaire's shebboleth.
Be further stated that "it may be

now that the Supreme Court has spo-
ken and adopted the doctrine of the
absolute in the Regent's prayer issue,
we may find some allies since, in the
final analysis, the two issues do have
a close relationship.

LATE NEWS FLASH

Flow Of Reservations
Heavy Reserve Now

Advance reservations for the 67th annual national convention in
Detroit from August 26 to September 2 indicate a "sell-out" and members
of JWV who have not done so are urged to make their reservations
immediately.

Planned to appeal to the taste of delegates are a host of well-planned
programs, stimulating speakers and provocative meetings. Negotiations
are nearly completed to bring to the convention a roster of speakers of

unparalleled fame and prominence.

JWV Stops Anti-Jewish
Meetings in Georgia
The Veteran of Foreign Wars has

informed the Jewish War Veterans of
the U.S.A. that it is directing the De-
partment of Georgia Commander, VFW
to take steps necessary to prevent the
meetings of the Defensive Legion of
Registered Americans, Inc., who were
planning to hold a week long rally at
Veterans of Foreign Wars hall at Stone
Mountain, Ga.
In a telegram to Joseph F. Barr, Na-

tional Executive Director, Robert E.
Hansen, Commander-in-Chief of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars expressed
"our sincere apologies" for having pro-
vided facilities for an anti-Negro and
anti-Jewish rally.

JWV had expressed concern, after
having learned of the nature of the
meetings, being sponsored by Defense
Legion of Registered Americans, Inc.,
which is a "patriotic" organization

some of whose key members have been
closely associated with the Ku Klux
Klan.

A series of speakers, including ex-
communicated Catholic Leander Perez
of New Orleans, were scheduled for
speeches haranguing about Negroes,
Jews and communism. Other speakers
and their subjects included W. W. Bru-
ton on "The Enemy Within"; Retired
Admiral John H. Crommelin on "The
American Jew Communist Conspiracy;"
Mary M. Davidson of West Palm Beach,
Fla., on "the planned Kennedy admin-
istration scheme to throw the U.S. into
Jewish banker world government."

The telegram reads as follows:
"The Commander of the Department

of Georgia has been directed by the
Commander-in-Chief Robert E. Han-
sen to take all steps necessary to pre-

(Continued on Page 12)

Dear Editor:

I am writing in appreciative acknowedgment of the complimentary

copies of your publication which are sent to us regularly for distribution to

full-time military and VA Jewish chaplains, both in this country and overseas.

The chaplains have been receiving the various issues as they have been made

available to us, and reports from chaplains and field visitors alike attest to

the genuine pleasure and interest with which this material is read. Further-

more, it is evident that your newspaper is a source of stimulation not only

to the chaplains themselves but also to the members of their congregations,

who welcome the opportunity of reading the issues when they are placed on

the racks for circulation. We trust that this introduction to your publication

will encourage men to enter personal subscriptions when they leave the

service.

On behalf of the chaplains and their congregants, we want, once again,

to express to you our sincere appreciation for your kindness and generosity

in making this materal available for the Jewish chaplaincy program.

Sincerely your,

RABBI ARYEH LEV, Director

Henry Littman, chairman of the spe-
cial Convention Program Souvenir Book,
which is being prepared, urges members
to utilize the ad book to send their New
Year's greetings to their friends in JWV.
He added that a $1 contribution per
member to the ad book would help de-
fray the cost of the convention and as-
sure a financially successful venture.
Members were also urged to solicit com-
mercial ads. Rates are as follows: Com-
plimentary ad, $25; 1/1 page, $75; IA
page, $85; Y2  page, $115; full page, $200;
full-size page, $350; full gold page, $500;
inside front cover, $500; inside back
cover, $500 and back cover, $600.
A special children's program is also

being planned, including tours to Can-
ada, the Ford factory, a boat cruise,
visit to Detroit Zoological Park, movies,
entertainment and a Jewish Community
Center Fun Day.

One of the highlights of the conven-
tion will be a Convention Parade on
Wednesday, August 29, which will, in
addition to JWV, include marching units
from the Army, Navy, Marine Corps,
the American Legion, the Veterans of
Foreign Wars and other organizations.
The Sheraton Cadillac and Statler

Hilton Hotels, which will host the JWV
and JWVA conventions, are ideally lo-
cated in downtown Detroit. All hotel
rooms are air-conditioned and are beau-
tifully and comfortably furnished.
The specially low-priced package deal,

available to all delegates, contains the
following extras, all free of charge:

Early Bird Night and refreshments.
"Las Vegas Nite."

Detroit-Chicago night baseball game
(1st 500 plan registrants only).

Special movie and/or dance.
National President's Luncheon (for all

women registrants who are not members
of Posts).

National Commander's Banquet (for
Post members).

Moonlight Cruise to Bob-Lo Island,
Canada.
Tour No. 1—Canada and Detroit Area.
Tour No. 2—Ford Motor Co.; Green-

field Village and JWV Memorial Home.
Tour No. 3 — Detroit Arsenal and

Chrysler Misile Plant.
Visit to Michigan State Fair.
Free chance to win a 1962 Automobile.

(Continued on Page 8)
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An Editorial

A Classic Role
By THEODORE H. BROOKS

National Commander

If ever there was a perfect example of the classic role of the Jewish
War Veterans as a defense agency working with the veterans field, it is
the case of the VFW at Stone Mountain, Georgia.

Apparently the VFW Post 5257 hall was being leased to a hate-
mongering group known as the Defensive Legion of Registered Amer-
icans, Inc., one of hundreds of hate groups that have sprung up in this
country during the past few years. This one is particularly offensive.
It is offensive to everything we hold to be decent.

Indeed, it was incredible that VFW Post 5257 of Stone Mountain,
standing under the colors of its glorious organization, had the temerity
to allow its facilities to be used by this group.

Thankfully, we were not asleep at National Headquarters. We are
constantly working in this field . . . cementing relationships, seeking
insights into the problems of the veterans groups, working diligently for
a greater understanding and a broader knowledge of the veteran's role
in the furtherance of the democratic process.

Our National Executive Director was instrumental in securing the
support of the Commander-in-Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Robert E. Hansen, who, shocked and chagrined that one of his Posts
should besmirch the name of the V.F.W., immediately ordered the Com-
mander of the Department of Georgia to "take all steps necessary to
prevent meetings of the Defensive Legion of Registered Americans, Inc.
at the VFW meeting hall in Stone Mountain, Georgia."

"Failure on the part of the Post Officers to cooperate," Commander
Hansen wrote, "or failure on the part of the Department Commander to
comply with the Commander-in-Chief's directive, action will be taken to
cancel the Charter of Post No. 5257, Stone Mountain, Georgia."

(A complete text of the telegram is published elsewhere in the
VETERAN.)

But to me, the real point is the fact that Commander Hansen wrote
"we extend to the Jewish War Veterans and through them to all Jewish
people our sincere apologies for the situation that has arisen."

This gives greater meaning to JWV's role as the bridge between
the veterans community and the Jewish community. But, the Stone
Mountain case is merely one of hundreds of cases that involves the good
offices of the Jewish War Veterans in connection with "fighting the battle
of the Jew, wherever unjustly assailed."

We are involved in very important deeds in the arena of action. We
need the cooperation of veterans of the Jewish faith in every community
in the United States. We ask them to affiliate themselves with us. We
are their voice and we need the numbers required to back up our organi-
zational posture.

As we approach another convention and a new administration, I am
hopeful that each member will truly understand the sense of urgency
that motivates our actions. I believe that our membership advances have
been disappointing, even though our figures are up and we are bucking
the decreasing trend in other veterans' groups.

Nevertheless, for our very survival, we must increase our member-
ship and next year, I look forward to an increase in our membership
that is unprecedented in our history.

That is why I put so much stress in the case of the VFW of Stone
Mountain, Georgia. It tells our story.

by Felix Putterman
National Legislative Director

On Monday, June 25, the Supreme
Court detonated a controversy that will
reverbrate through the core of Ameri-
can society for many a year to come.
In declaring the New York State Re-
gents prayer unconstitutional the Court
has stirred the innermost feelings of
the most reasonable as well as the most
prejudiced, of the most tolerant and
the most bigoted. In some cases re-
spected religious leaders behaved as
though scalded by hot oil. Some Sena-
tors and Congressmen heated up the
controversy by bellowing hot air at
random. Obviously with all this heat
generated, Washington will be cooking
on this one for a long time.
Tuesday, June 26, was an open field

day in the Congress with some of our
favorite legislators, and some who are
not so favorite, busy taking aim at the
Supreme Court, secularism, and all the
other great generalities which seem to
bring out the worst and the weakest in
some of our elected officials. For many
of these worthies it was an exercise
in flogging dead horses—the breed that
died with the school integration decision
and Little Rock. For others it provided
an opportunity to caress the spiritual
wounds of bigoted constituents. In the
main, the performance of Rep. John
Bell Williams in the House of Repre-
sentatives, the flower of Mississippi, and
his Dixiecrat colleagues, those great
pillars of moral strength, was like an
old rerun on the Late Show.
There was much of the same in the

Senate where some Senators were con-
fused as to whether their proper role
was to behave like pillars of respect-
able piety or in the realization of a
Walter Mitty-like dream as say, "Mr.
Justice" Tower or "Mr. Justice" Rob-
ertson hurling down great constitutional
bolts from Mt. Olympus. It was all very
sedate and refined compared to the
Roman circus in the House, but the
thrust was the same — down with the
United States Supreme Court, the
minorities are running and ruining the
country, those who disagree with what
some call "our religious traditions" are
atheists, agnostics or, at best, irreligious.
It is also true that a number of sup-

porters of the Court decision took to•
wandering off the reservation. In a
demonstration of that now famous Chi-
nese exercise "the great leap forward"
at least a couple of "experts" on church-
state relations immediately applied the
decision in the Regents Prayer Case to
constitutional questions inherent in pro-
posals for Federal aid to parochial
schools. Others, both friends and enemies
of the Court, were quick to apply the
Court's words to every manifestation of
religious belief or mention of the word
"God," wreaking havoc upon our coins,
National Anthem and the tradition of

an opening prayer at Congressiona
sessions. In the words of an immortal
bookie, "it was six, two and even, take
your choice."
As is true in all great controversies,

the temptation to exaggerate is over-
powering even for those of great wis-
dom. The facts in the Regents prayer
case, in and of themselves, limit the
decision of the court to a very narrow
area of contention. Here was a permis-
sive prayer for daily reading by teach-
ers and pupils which was obviously re-
ligious, and most important, drafted by
state officials for use in state schools.
The decision says nothing about Bible
reading, either compulsory or manda-
tory, and nothing about the mainte-
nance of a religious establishment
through public taxation. Moreover Jus-
tice Black did have considerable to say
about the religious nature of our coun-
try and our other practices that are
"manifestations in our public life of
belief in God."
It ill behooves responsible public of-

ficials and religious leaders to encour-
age baseless suspicion and contempt
for the highest court of the land. Exag-
geration of the meaning of the Court's
decision in the Regents Prayer Case
delays the accommodation and con-
sensus so necessary to further our dem-
ocratic process.
Fortunately President Kennedy's press

conference response two days after the
Court spoke to questions raised con-
cerning his reaction did much to place
the problem in proper focus. He re-
minded all of us that the practice of
religion was a most personal matter
most effectively handled in the bosom of
the family — a far cry from state de-
vised prayers. A layman, Commissioner
of Education Dr. Sterling M. McMur-
rin, commented, in part, on the decision
as follows, "I believe it is no loss to
religion but may be a gain in clarify-
ing matters. Prayer that is essentially
a ceremonial classroom function has not
much religious value."
Some good may yet come to Veterans

during this session of the Congress. The
Administration through the V.A. and
the Bureau of the Budget has indicated
to Chairman Teague of the House Vet-
erans Affairs Committee its support for
the reopening of National Service Life
Insurance. This should break the jam
on the Compensation Bill in the Senate
where Senator Long had threatened to
tie an NSLI rider to the House-passed
Compensation bill unless Congressman
Teague conducted hearings on an in-
surance bill. Apparently this will now
be done. Disabled vets can look for a
compensation increase with renewed
confidence and those who missed the
boat on GI insurance will be offered
the use of a gangplank for a year.

NCRAC
(Continued from Page 1)

ity of the American people." It advised
that "a constant vigilance and effective
counteraction are essential."
In another resolution, opposition was

expressed to Federal aid to religiously
controlled schools. The resolution stated
that "we are persuaded that govern-
mental aid to religiously controlled
schools—Protestant, Catholic or Jew-
ish—whether in the form of long-term
low interest loans or outright subsidies,
would do a grave disservice to both re-
ligion and public education. Our oppo-
sition to tax assistance extends as well
to transportation, textbooks and other
supplies. However, we do believe that
free lunches and medical and dental
services should be extended to all chil-
dren as welfare aid regardless of the
schools they attend."
The conference went on record en-

dorsing the immigration bill introduced

by Senator Philip A. Hart, Michigan
Democrat, with substantial bipartisan
sponsorship. It expressed dissappoint-
ment that President Kennedy had failed
to speak out on support of the bill and
urged him to use "the prestige and
weight of his office" to support this
legislation.

The conference accepted the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruling upholding the con-
stitutionality of compulsory Sunday ob-
servance laws but announced contin-
ued opposition to such laws "in the
conviction that they violate the princi-
ple of religious liberty.
It also complained that programs to-

ward the goal of equality for all Ameri-
cans is "still far too slow." It criticized
the Administration's piecemeal ap-
proach" in the direct use of the execu-
tive power to advance civil rights. The
resolution protested the "almost com-
plete inaction" of Congress on the civil
rights issue.
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