


The cover this issue shows the first American combat
troops entering Vietnam in 1965 (although American
-advisors'. had been on the scene three years by
that time) and the lost of the combat troops being
pulled out this year.

The Jewish Veteran

The Patriotic Voice of American Jewry

Organized 1896

Official Bulletin of
The Jewish War Veterans of the United States

of America

NORMAN TILLES
National Commander

PAUL RIBNER
National Editor

FELIX M. PUTTERMAN
National Executive Director
1712 New Hampshire Avenue, NW.,
Washington, D. C. 20009

Phone: 202-265-6280

WARREN ADLER
Managing Editor

ROBERT L. TERPSTRA
. Executive Editor

ROLLY GIBBS
Administrative Editor

JIMMY MIDGETT
Art Director

JEROME N. NISMAN
Advertising Director

EDITORIAL OFFICES
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, NW.,

Washington, D. C. 20015
Phone: 202-362-2257

The Jewish War Veteran is published seven times

a year: January-February, March-April, May-June,

July-August, September, October-November and De-
cember by the Jewish War Veterans of the United
States of America at Washington, D. C. Second-class
postage paid at Washington, D. C. Subscription price

in the United States is $2.00 per year, payable in
advance. Advertising information and rates available
from the Advertising Director or any of the adver-
tising representatives. JWV National Headquarters,
1712 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington,
D. C. 20009.

2

THE (_j-EWISH

Veteran
4

untents
SEPTEMBER 1972

volume 28 number 5

3 COMMANDER-AT-LARGE
JWV's newly-elected National Commander presents his per-
sonal observations of our Vietnam involvement.

By Norman Tilles

4 VIETNAM VIGNETTES
Staff writer Bob Terpstra visited veterans at Walter Reed
Military Hospital and the Veterans Administration Hospital
in an attempt to gain some insight into how the war in
Vietnam has affected some of those individuals who actually
served there. By Robert L. Terpstra

8 QUOTA SYSTEM BARRED IN GOVERNMENTAL HIRING
A review of an executive order issued by President Nixon
barring government agencies from using the quota system
in hiring federal employees.

12-13 CONVENTION AWARD AND SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Official announcement of the winners of the 77th Annual
National Convention Awards, Special Citations and Scholar-
ships who were honored during the August meeting in
Houston.

14 CAPITOL CORRIDORS
The National Executive Director talks about Israel's position
as a political issue in this year's campaign, pointing out
that Congress, rather than either Administration in the White
House, has provided the most material assistance and
encouragement. By Felix M. Putterman

16 HOW THE PARTIES LOOK AT VETERANS BENEFITS
The Democratic National Committee Chairman and the
Republican National Committee Chairman present their
respective party's platform directed toward the veteran
community. By Mrs. Jean Westwood,

Chairman, Democratic National Committee
and

Sen. Robert Dole,
Chairman, Republican National Committee

27 OUR FUTURE SURVIVAL
A comprehensive report of one of the most outstanding
membership programs to come out of the National Office
by the Commander of one of JWV's Posts having phenome-
nal success with the "Inservice Member" program.

By Cdr. Martin Kaufman
Elgin Unger Post 273

DEPARTMENTS

11 GRASS ROOTS by Benjamin H. Chasin
15 NOSTAGLIA

19 AROUND THE JWV CIRCUIT

22 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

28 JWV INSURANCE by Malcolm A. Tarlov

29 TAPS

29 POST CLIPS

31 EDITORIAL

The Jewish Veteran



commander-at-large
By Norman D. Tilles National Commander

As one who has been troubled over
the years by our Vietnam involve-
ment, I feel compelled to bare my
soul. Since healthy debate is one of

IWV's greatest strengths, I expect,

through the form of our "Letters to

the Editor," members will express

their own views.

Ripley's "Believe It or Not"
couldn't have posed a more incredi-
ble contradiction than that dividing
the country on the issue of the Viet-
nam war.

Advocates of official U.S. policy
believe that those who urge a uni-
lateral stoppage of the war are pro-
longing it by giving hope to the
enemy and that, conversely, the Ad-
ministration, by keeping the war go-
ing, is proving that the U.S. wants to
stop it.

This "stopping it" consists of drop-
ping more explosives per square inch
than has ever been done before—
more than a ton of bombs for every,
single minute of the present Adminis-
tration.

Until recently, the official position
was that air support was needed to
save the lives of our combat troops
and to aid the process of Vietnamiza-

tion. Now, the last of the ground
combat troops have been brought
home, and the step-up of bombing
in the North carries the message that
Vietnamization is a dream of Ameri-
can non-involvement about as sub-
stantial as the clouds of smoke drift-
ing across the face of that tiny, war-

torn country.

What exactly is the point to the
bombing?

Elsewhere in this issue, a returned

Vietnam veteran says it is to "reduce

Vietnam to a rubble." Whether this

is the aim or not, it certainly appears

to be the effect.

The Administration no longer puts

forward the argument that the point
is to "contain Communism." Not now

when Moscow and Peking are now
American trading partners!

It can hardly be to protect our
combat troops, since the last of them
have now come home.

It can't reasonably be to protect
our planes and fliers in the North,
because the best way of protecting
them would be to keep them out of
the North.

The Administration is understand-
ably reluctant to justify its actions
by saying the aim is to maintain the
Thieu regime, a ruling clique that
each day appears more dismally cor-
rupt and despotic, and which evinces
an almost brutal lack of concern for
the Vietnamese people.
Two years ago, the word was that

Vietnamization would enable the Vi-
etnamese to carry on without us.
Vietnamization was to be our key to
getting out. Now the Administration
maintains the program has been suc-
cessful.

So, then, with the last of our
ground combat troops safely home,
why do we continue to indulge in the
excess of a war we can't afford or
need?
To think that we can break the

will of the North Vietnamese people
by raining ever-increasing tons of

destruction from the skies was a hope

held by President Johnson. Hanoi
consistently displayed a willingness
to bear the costs and Johnson ended
his public years by stopping the
bombing of the North and ending the
build-up of troops.

Yet, we are back essentially to the
discarded Johnson policy of regular

daily attacks on North Vietnam. The

ranks of American POWs are again
being increased.

Why has the Administration waited
almost four years and expended 20,-
000 more American lives for an out-
come that was within our reach in
1969? Clearly, all along there were
limits to what the United States could
do, and once the goal of military vic-
tory was abandoned, there was little
to indicate that anything would be
gained by prolonging the war.

The President can now say that
the United States has done all that
could be reasonably expected, and
that if the results are not congenial,
it's not the fault of the United States.
A recent Washington Post editorial
gave this unhappy summation of
where we now stand:

"It may be that this prospect of a
continuing, open-ended war, with
almost no American casualties but
with heavy American involvement
from the air, is acceptable to most
Americans. Maybe a majority is
indifferent to the spectacle of the
world's greatest nation — their
own — relentlessly raining bombs
on one of the world's smallest na-
tions to no particular effect."

There simply is no good reason for
the U.S. to participate in the destruc-
tion of the two Vietnams. The only
honorable course left is a peaceful
and merciful end to U.S. involvement
now.

There is no reasonable expecta-
tion that we can do any good there,
and every day we stay, we are add-
ing to our moral dilemma. Like a
stunned boxer, we keep in there,
numbly staggering around the ring,
too weak to win the fight, too strong
to go down. El
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