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ARE WE LOSING THE PEACE?
National Colnenonckv See-Pa 3-

The proximity of American and Russian vessel4 are
dramatically illustrated by this photograph taken
from a U.S. ship showing a Russian missile ship.
The National Commander discusses the critical Medi-
terrahean situation in hard-hitting story beginning on
page 3.
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ARE WE LOSING
THE PEACE IN
THE MEDITERRANEAN?

by Jerome Cohen, National Commander

O
ceans now are mere ponds. Skeptics say that it was a physical impossi-

bility for George Washington to have tossed that silver dollar across a

river, but realists today say that in this nuclear age it would be a simple

matter for Nixon or Brezhnev to toss a Kennedy half-dollar or a ruble across

the Atlantic. No area in the globe, not a home, wife or child, is safe from the

horrors of war because today in the nuclear age our oceans have shrunk.

Upon recommendation of the For- to Israel for discussions with Prime

eign Affairs and Policy Committees, Minister Golda Meir, Foreign Minis-

the National Executive Committee of ter Abba Eban, Chief of Staff Gen-

the Jewish War Veterans last October eral David Elazar, Admiral Batzor,

resolved that the participation of the Deputy Minister of Defense Tsur,

United States in NATO must be ac- General Sharon at the Suez Canal,

tively continued, particularly as con- and then on to the Aircraft Carrier

cerns the strength of the United John F. Kennedy in the Mediterrane-

States Navy and especially the Sixth an for discussions and briefings with

Fleet. It was agreed that never before the Executive Officer, Captain Fel-

had we experienced so long a period lows, and the Air Wing Commanders,

of peace in Europe and clearly this as well as the members of the crew.

was because—and is—a deterrent to The initial briefing with Admiral

war. Shanahan and discussions that fol-

With this JWV directive in mind, lowed, originally scheduled for fif-

I embarked upon a mission to SHAPE teen minutes to half an hour, stretched

headquarters in Mons, Belgium; out to an entire morning, continuing

NATO headquarters in Brussels and through dinner and long into the eve-

Naples; Israel, and then to the Sixth fling hours after it was understood

Fleet for first hand observations, in that JWV was not interested in gaso-

depth briefings and discussions with line consumption statistics or what

General Goodpaster, SACEUR; Ad- was being served for dinner. While

miral Kane, General Miller and Ad- we understood such needs, our in-

miral Shanahan at NATO headquar- terest was in a more profound dis-

ters in Brussels; Admiral Rivero, cussion. This pattern followed

CINCSOUTH in Naples; General throughout all briefings thereafter

Ewell, as well as General Leonelli of when it was generally understood that

the Italian Army, a Turkish General we were not interested in "window

and a Greek Admiral—and then on dressing."

March-April, 1972

National security planners now
must take into consideration that the
arduous task of extricating the United
States from the horrible error of Viet-
nam has conditioned the public to
general distrust of the military and a
renewal of the isolationism that ex-
isted prior to December 7, 1941. We
have come half-circle from the pre-
WWII supplying of metal to Japan
and the isolationism which encour-
aged the military buildup and self
confidence of the Axis Powers that
added to their desire for world domi-
nation, to the advent of the United
Nations and the realization that there
must be a table at which we can nego-
tiate while maintaining the peace.

The only way to negotiate is
through strength; the words of Teddy
Roosevelt, "Walk softly and carry a
big stick" seem to have been forgot-
ten. The admonitions of our finest
naval leaders that the showing of the
flag is the best insurance for peace
without firing a shot, seem to have
been disregarded. Indeed the use of
this precept by President Kennedy
during the Cuban crisis seems to have
been scrapped. All have been dis-
carded as a result of the insensible dis-
regard for the value of human life
experienced in the tragedy of Viet-
nam.

"Never again," a uniquely Jewish

(Continued on page 8)
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