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by
Judge Paul Ribner

National Commander

commander-
at-large

NATIONAL COMMAND

During my terms as National Com-
mander, I have attended a number of
military briefings in the Pentagon and
White House and have kept in touch with
our most senior military officials. As a
great veterans organization, J.W. V. is
concerned with the treatment and bene-
fits which all veterans are entitled to and
at the same time, we are vitally con-
cerned with the security of our own na-
tion in whose military forces we all
served.

I recently received calls from both the
Pentagon and the White House inviting
me to attend a meeting with Secretary of
•Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld, who had
with him Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff, General Brown, Air Force Chief of
Staff, David Jones, Chief of Naval Oper-
ations Holloway, and Secretary of the
Army Hoffman. All of these officials
emphasized their feeling that the United
States today has military power superior
to that of any other nation but that Rus-
sian strength is increasing at a tremen-

dously fast rate. It is clearly known that
the Russian Army is much larger than
ours, the Russians have a much larger
supply of armored personnel carriers,
tanks, and artillery, and their Air Force
has a greater number of various types of
missiles.

It is the belief of our top military lead-
ers that we still have technological
superiority over the Russians. Their navy
is increasing its strength at a rapid rate
and unless we start adding new strength
to our naval forces, the Russians will
overtake us in the near future. Their
naval forces are also increasing in quality
according to our Chief of Naval Opera-
tions.
The bottom line of all of the informa-

tion we have available to us at this time is
that we must continue to spend whatever
is necessary to retain our number one
position militarily. Secretary Rumsfeld
pointed out that today we are spending a
lower percentage of our gross national
product and our budget on military

spending than at any time since pre-
Korean War days.

Another point which the Secretary
made was that under American law, it is
illegal for our government to stockpile
weapons for allies and accordingly, our
own forces must supply friendly nations
around the world in the event of the out-
break of hostilities. For that reason, we
must make sure that even if we have to
shift armaments to friendly governments
in the event of hostilities, we will still
have the ability to keep our own U.S.
forces at a high operational level. In the
present day and age, there is simply not
enough time to go into production after a
war breaks out somewhere in the world.
It is, therefore, extremely naive for any-
one to suggest that we send military
supplies to our friends unless we spend
enough to maintain a high level of those
supplies within our own military.

General Jones pointed out that the B-1
bomber, as costly as it is to produce, is
vitally necessary for the military security
of the United States.
As I look at this entire problem of

military spending in a logical fashion, it
seems to me that those who call for a
cutback in the military budget sought by
our military leaders are playing a danger-
ous game with the security of this coun-
try. If they are right, and we spend the
money which the Pentagon wants, then
we have wasted some money which ad-
mittedly causes hardships in other sectors
of our economy. But if, however, they
have their way and they turn out to be
wrong, then there is total disaster ahead
for all of us. Frankly, I would rather run
the risk of spending a little extra money
to make certain that we have the strength
necessary to protect our vital interests
anywhere in the world and to prevent
having the Russians overwhelm us, even
if it turns out that we spent a little too
much.

Let us.be coldly realistic. In Europe,
the Russians have friendly nations on
their borders, but they are building an
immense standing army. The Russians
have no vital sea lanes to protect as we
do, but they are building a tremendous
navy. It would be sheer madness for the
U.S. to ignore the obvious, namely, that
the Russians intend to exploit any mili-
tary weakness on our part.
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